

















Homesteads and National Forests (cont.)

In 1925, Commander Awl surveyed his land and drove a 2-inch
pipe into the ground at each corner. Several markers remain to
this day. He also blazed many trails to give access for hiking and
picnicking. His favorite spot was up Coldspring Canyon by cool
springs surrounded by woodwardia ferns. He gave the name "Post
Office'" rock to a hugh boulder pocked with holes carved by water
and wind. Elmer Awl gave the original homestead deed to the camp
when it was finally paid for. The deed, signed by President Theodore
Roosevelt, was presented at the dedication service of the new dining

hall in 1966.

6. Gableman's Vision

After 33 years of sharing his ranch with friends, Elmer Awl
decided that young people should have the opportunity to enjoy the
extensive acreage of woodland. So instead of sub~dividing the
property for mountain estates, he offered the camp,to his Methodist
Church in Santa Barbara, The Methodist Church in Santa Barbara
did not see how it could raise funds to make the purchase. The
Presbyterian Church was considering the site, but also had other
locations in mind.

When Dr. Gableman, the pastor of Santa Barbara First Baptist
Church from 1954 to 1960, heard the the property was available, he
had a vision that went beyond his church to all the churches in the
Santa Barbara Association.,

Dr. G. A. Gableman had served as executive secretary of the
Pennsylvania Baptist Convention, and had assisted in the purchase
and development of three camp=-sites there. Early in his ministry
in Santa Barbara, a realization of the need for a camp was discussed,
and a search for a site was begun. It was at this time, while riding
in a funeral procession with the Presbyterian minister, that he heard
of the San Marcos site. ; :

Other Association leaders began to share the interest of having
a camp for the Santa Barbara Association, and a camp location-
committee was formed. The committee considered many areas;
however, no site was found with water and development potential
within reasonable cost.,

Visits were made to San Marcos with Elmer Awl who, with a
keen interest in young people, nature, and camping, was an inspiring
guide. Negotiations were initiated.

Mr. Awl kept approximately 5 acres on the west side of Highway
154, which leaves close to 155 acres of Frank Pierce's homestead
now included in San Marcos Baptist Camp,

The camp was deeded to the Southern California Baptist Conven-
tion because the Santa Barbara Association was not incorporated.
However, most development funds have come from churches in the
immediate area,

Some of the members of Association churches did not catch the
vision of San Marcos, and the name "Gableman's Folly'" became
their byword. However, though they may have seen the camp, they
never sat under a starry sky on "Amphitheater Rock' and sang
choruses in an evening vesper service, or counted the variety of
ferns, trees, or wild flowers. Nor did they hike to the painted cave
or up Coldspring Canyon to a place where five water cascades can be
seen from one spot.



7. Work Days and Camping!

From 1955 to 1959 there were many who caught a gli.mpse of the
exciting potential of the camp. Equipment, tools, n?atemal, a.nd
countless hours were donated. The road down the hxl} from Highway
154 was widened and paved. A horizontal well w.as d'1"111ed-undfar the
road 120 feet into the mountain under "Fern Spring.' Hoff Heights
Hospital was .torn down board by board and haul_ed to the camp for
lumber to build the temporary kitchen, two cabins, and seven tent
platforms. Plans were drawn up for permanent development.

Men like Harold Munson, Dr. Louis Needels, Joe Campos,
Floyd Wittenberg, Don Galbraith, and Bill Lanie.r, are a few of
dozens who gave many weekends to the preparation and development

of the campe.

Besides hard work and building at the camp, there \_avere other
important elements of camping taking place d1-1rmg the first decade
at San Marcos. Junior and Junior High campmg'pr.ograms were
conducted each year. Miss Evelyn Andrus, Christian Education
Director at Ventura, was ''dean'" of several camps. Pastors Alden
Loomis, Ralph Rowe, and Jim Barnette, We.re among the deans and
camp pastors who served with the many dedicated counselors_, "
nurses, crafts directors, cooks, etc. from all the churches in the

Association.

class retreats, youth

i ' treats
Planning conferences, men's re A e
X tivities, have been

weekends, family camping, and many other ac
enjoyed at San Marcos Baptist Camp.

8. Camp Development

One of the early actions by the Association was to establish a
camp Board to develop a master plan and guide the Association in
its responsibility to fulfillment of the plan.

It was at this time that a student of architecture asked if there
was "'anything he could do" for the Southern California Baptist
Convention for a "project in his school. '"Indeed, there was!"
San Marcos had some basic plans, but it needed detailed building
plans with elevations, material specifications, construction detail,
etc.

A dining hall in the valley by the creek, a swimming pool in the
recreation area where Frank Pierce's cabin used to be, cabins in
the shady oaks downstream, culminated hours of area study and
earned an "A'" in architecture.

The camp Board gave general approval of the plan, and faced
the task of gathering funds, association workers with contractor
background to review, advise, and ultimately make contributions
to actual construction of permanent facilities, and enthusiasm to do
the job,

A need for someone to "take care' of the camp was felt, and
Joe Campos stepped in to fill the need. Joe, a familiar figure to
all who visited the camp, spent every weekend at San Marcos,
working on the road, clearing fallen trees, and watching over the
property, until he retired in 1971,

Clarence Laurabee, from Santa Barbara, made detailed surveys
of the center areas of the camp.

In 1965, a more concerted effort was launched to raise pledges
of at least $15,000,00 a year. This figure allowed the Convention to
borrow money for permanent construction, With a dining hall and a
swimming pool, the rest of camp development began to fall into place.
Cabins were soon added so by 1969, the old army tents and tent plat-
forms were cleared away.

The camp development committee was de-activated after the
dining hall and swimming pool were completed. Rev. Charles Tingley
became part-time camp director during 1972, In 1973, a new camp
committee was appointed, under chairmanship of Rev. Harold Pollinger
of Oak Knolls Church in Santa Maria. Art Knight, another student
architect’'created a new master plan more in keeping with the natural
setting of San Marcos. The major goal of the new committee, however,
was to work toward the camp becoming self sufficient.

Ralph and Barbara Templin became caretakers of the camp in
1971, and added new talents and continuous care for San Marcos,
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9, Camping Programs

names of all who contributed so much
the camp=-=for fear that important
follows is the heart and spirit of Camp

It is difficult to list the
materially and spiritually to
people are left out. Yet what
San Marcos.

Rev. Ralph Rowe led a lot of Junior Camps before he went to
Northern California. After that, the author was a counsellor at
Junior High Camps and remembers great days under camp Deans
like Pastors Don Ownby, Ken Wishart, Herb Dominguez, Russ
Steiner, Harold Pollinger, Jim Alley, and Sr. High leaders like
Rev. Paul Ray and Karl Miller from San Luis Obispo. Betty Hedrick
was on the scene in the late 50's and was back as Junior Camp dean

ted a camp for the mentally retarded,

in 1974, Shirley Best initia
and Leona Falk has carried on her footsteps. Mrs. McDaniel took

a stint with a Middlers camp.

from watching kids like Rennie

Some rich blessings have come
at spiritual plus to the

and Mark Campos grow up and give a gre
counselling.

Well, there were others: Dick Conrad, Mike Scaroni, Fred
Engles (who hated the bugs but came anyway for years), Bob Bouslough
(who suffered with Poison Oak every time he came), Terry Shields,
the Jones girls, Sue (Calderwood) Gustafson . . . we could go to
Wayne Murphy*s office at Los Angeles and get a list that would fill
up another book. But it is the spirit, instilled by those who love the
whole process, that makes camping worthwhile. The campers
contribute much of themselves; responding, growing, and enhancing

agsociation fellowship. .
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10, Trails

1" :
cam 1). T?g Fire Road" past the cabins, loops back to the road into
darkp Jliltsfollr;mde;lhe gate, and is a interesting walk in daylight or
. ows the creek to the camp boundry and then
; oes u
;I;rought;rees into chaparral where a view of the San Rafaegl Mougtains
ross the Santa Ynez Valley finally is achieved near the top.

- 23 Painted Cave (actually a painted rock) is only a quarter of a
e down stream on a trail across the creek from the cabins

Lead 3) Desert trail pranches east from the painted cave trail, and
“e’a‘nds 1;p the .canyon into the open and past amphitheatre rock. ' It
y:ccz a/l ﬁdrr:le. into ; lc‘::liorful area of sandstone rocks, chaparral
i view o e Cachuma in one direction and a vi ’
. ' . v
tCr(zlli(islpm:g l:t):pm;ige looking another way., Continuing on the d;esvevr?tf
eads back t is li i
g o oasis like Kelly Creek and the Fire Road back to

. :t)ax"i‘:;c&l;is;iringiNztur; Trail goes up into Coldspring Canyon

: arp bend where the road out of camp begins t

:]:;x:lb ﬂfeutt of_’{.hle c;;myon. Continue south of the trail up the iill an

rail leads into where Coldspring Creek is- i 3

and cascades, where ferns and oth e
_ 5 er lush vegetation abound. S

springs, waterf i i i e

ot g rfalls, interesting rocks, and other delights meet the

5) On the lower trail alon m

‘ . . g the creek at the same curve wh

::.l;zh(tlolfsgrmgls Trail begins, if one crashes through the brus‘:;m ;5;
e is able to find wh L i

come, iy ere Los Laureles and Coldspring Cr'eeks

6) Above the swimmin i ;

: g pool, there is a trail up "'Sunshi

Mountain' to a lookout over the valley and campgroti)nd In 13’(73 5

youth fz:om Lompoc Baptist Church extended the trail toward the’

::lc:]untmtx;l to the east, Plans to turn north to join the desert trail

- scgzablj;c;n J:;ﬂ :he J_foldiprings Trail will complete a peripheral
" rail system in honor of Dr. Ga

efforts two decades ago gave us San Marcos pleman whose

” th:)c:‘hreeéralls branch off the Desert Trail at the north boundary

: mp. Helmet Rock Trail goes east to give access to a hidd
valley in the northeast corner of the camp. Boney Cave Trail "
north toward a cliff in Los Padres National Forest just nor't:;:l fcontmues
boundary. Buzzard Rock Trail leaves the Desert Trail just bof o i
descends to the creek Continuing around the ridge Buz;a d i i
ascends to the highest rock formation on the ridge.’ 7 Rock trait
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